BOT150: OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY

Cincinnati Christian University, Fall 2007

Daniel J. Dyke, Professor 

dan.dyke@fuse.net 
Telephone: 244-6055 

COURSE  RATIONALE: What separates Christianity and Judaism from other religions is that their primary emphasis is on a transcendent God who reveals himself in historical events.  The central concepts of these religions are not mythical, theoretical, mystical, or even legal, but the mighty acts of God.  These acts of power and revelation were done in history in such a way as to objectively reveal His person, character, and will.  This course is designed to help the student understand and explain this historical process of divine revelation.

COURSE THEME: "For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope."  (Romans 15:4)

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will survey the Old Testament history that is contained in Genesis-II Kings.  The student will be introduced to this history along with the geography, religions, culture, and archeology of the area in which the story took place.  The major points of theology that emerge through this historical process of God revealing Himself will be introduced. This is the foundational course for all other courses in the Old Testament area.

OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of this course the student who has applied himself should . . .

1. know the outline of Israel's history from creation to the exile in Babylon.

2. know how the faith of Israel was similar to and different from the beliefs of her neighbors.

3. know the basic geographical movements of Israel in the story.

4. know the great theological themes of the history

5. see how his faith is a continuation of that revealed in the Old Testament.  

6. perceive that the story of his life is a part of a much larger story of God's dealing with men.

AGENDA

Weeks 1-7


Introduction to the Course


What do we expect on an exam


Genesis 1-11 and Man's Earliest Ages


Patriarchal Narratives:  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob


Sojourn: Joseph and Enslavement


Exodus: Moses vs. the God's of Egypt


Sinai: The Mountain of God


Wandering in the Wilderness 

Weeks 8-15


Conquest of the Land of Promise


In the Days of the Judging of the Judges 


Samuel: Judge, Prophet, Priest, King Maker


United Monarchy: Saul, David, Solomon


The Divided Monarchy



Civil War: Jeroboam tears Rehoboam’s Kingdom to Pieces 

Cooperation: Jezebel’s Folk vs. Elijah & Elisha

Syrian Domination: Benhadad and Hazael

The Golden Age: A Vanishing Middle Class Decline

Israel’s Fall and Hezekiah’s Revival, Isaiah


Judah Alone 



Hezekiah: There was nobody like him




Manasseh’s Apostasy




Josiah: There was nobody like him




Josiah’s Sons




The Babylonian Captivity & Return

EVALUATION AND GRADING PROCEDURES

1. Test #1 - The Periods of Old Testament History and Genesis 1-11 (15%)

2. Test #2 - The Patriarchs and Joseph (15%)

3. Test #3 - Moses and the God's of Egypt. (20%)

a. Tell the story of the Exodus (Ex. 2-15), link the miracles performed to the various deities that the miracles insulted.

b. Map Assignment: Locate on a map all the major stopping places of Israel and write a summary of what happened at each place.

4. Conquest and Judges (20%)

a. Locate on a map each major event of the conquest and mark each battle that Joshua fought, draw a line marking the route of the conquest, note at which places God did miracles, and write a summary of what it explicitly says he did to each city.

b. Paper: Analyze the ministry of Samson using the paradigm presented in class for studying judges. Compare and contrast him with the other judges.

5.
Test #4 - Be able to reproduce and explain the charts on the three kings of the United Monarchy. (15%)

6.
Test #5 - Outline the period of the Divided Monarchy and explain each section of the history.  Write an explanation of why God destroyed his people and what the survivors had to do to regain his favor. (15%)

LATE WORK: The penalty that is assessed for late work will be based upon the reason for the tardiness, the importance of the assignment, and any other circumstances that might have bearing on the matter.  Usually the maximum grade that will be given after a semester is complete is C-.

COURSE PROCEDURES: Because of the size of the class and the complexity of the material, this course will be primarily a lecture course.  The professor may supplement the lectures with slide presentations, overhead transparencies, and handouts.  It is possible that as circumstances arise the professor will use a guest lecturer on special topics.

GRADE SCALE

The following grade scale will be used to determine the student's grade: A = 94-96; A- = 90-93; B+ = 87-89; B = 84-86; B- = 80-83; C+ = 76-79; C = 70-75; C- = 65-69; F = 0-64

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR

Anything that distracts others or detracts from the learning experience is forbidden.  Common sense would indicate that this includes: 
1.
Reading newspapers, magazines, or mail

2.
Listening to music

3. 
Talking

4.
Intentionally making noise

5.
Sleeping

DRESS CODE

Attention is usually not paid to what a student wears, BUT if what you is against the school rules then it is against the rules.  What I allow in my class is not necessarily what is allowed in someone else’s class.  Dress each day according to the strictest dress code of the day, which would include the hallway.  More important than what we wear is how we wear it.

LEGAL MATTERS

The tests and assignments listed may be modified in the sense that the professor may choose to change the due date or cancel the assignment or test completely. Assignments may be changed/replaced if in the evaluation of the teacher the assignment is defective.  In any event the new assignment will be equal in difficulty and value to the one being replaced.  The professor does not guarantee that all listed topics will be covered.  Papers will be returned at the professor's discretion.  Final tests will not be returned.  It is the responsibility of the student to initiate all discussions of grades and evaluation with the professor.  If a grade is to be contested, it must be done before 5:00 P.M. on the Friday of the first week of the Spring semester of the year 2008. N grades that are not resolved by that date will be credited as D- grades.

ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend all class sessions.  If you have special circumstances that will require you to be late, you must inform me well ahead of the scheduled class time.

