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COURSE RATIONALE 

What separates Christianity and Judaism from other religions is that their primary emphasis is on a transcendent God who reveals himself in historical events. The central concepts of religion are not mythical, theoretical, mystical, or even legal, but the mighty acts that God has done in history which objectively reveal His person, character, and will. The central event of the Old Testament was Israel's Exodus from Egypt. This event was the foundation of law, ethical conduct, worship, theology, and prophetic hope. Because of the greatness of this event and the historical nature of our faith it is imperative that the believer determine if he can intellectually/rationally believe that this event probably took place. 

COURSE THEME: "I am Yahweh Elohenu who led you out of the land of Egypt from the house of slaves." 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will seek to develop a methodology for determining the historicity of an event.  To establish whether an event actually took place is difficult, if not impossible. What will be dealt with is the concept of historical probability.  The class will study the the texts in Genesis and Exodus which portray the descent of Israel into Egypt, their  enslavement and bondage, and the coming of Moses to deliver them. This course is intended to be a quest for the historical truth behind these events. 

OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of this course the student who has applied himself should . . . 

1. have developed a methodological theory for testing the historical accuracy of an ancient document and to honestly apply this methodology to the exodus story.

2. know the various theories of the Exodus and the assumptions upon which they are based.

3. know the history of Egypt during the second millennium B.C. and how the biblical story fits into that history.

4. know how the book of Exodus is a religious/theological reaction to Egyptian religion and the other religions of the time.

5. appreciate the task with which the Old Testament scholar finds himself confronted.

TEXTBOOKS 

Peter Clayton, Chronicle of the Pharaohs, London: Thames & Hudson, 1994. 
Hoffmeier, James K. Israel in Egypt: The Evidence for the Authenticity of the Exodus Tradition, Oxford: University Press, 1996www.dabar.org/Exodus/index.html

EVALUATION AND GRADING PROCEDURES 


A short paper will be written (3-5 pages) in which the student takes  a biblical story and applies the principles of  historical criticism presented in class to it.


Four minor tests will be administered during the the semester. Each Test will be worth 10% of the student's grade.  The student will arrange a time when he can come and take each test with professor Dyke.  The student will summarize the major events of each period, describe the "spirit of the times," and make the biblical links according to the chart found in the appendices of Leon Wood's, A Survey of Israel's History. 

1. The periods of Egyptian history and their dates

2. 1st Intermediate Period & the Middle Kingdom

3. The Hyksos

4. The New Kingdom


A major project (10-12 pages) will be worked out in conjunction with the professor that will be due November 21, 2007.  The student will email the professor by September 15, 2007 with a proposed topic.  The student must have as the subject line on the email: EXODUS PROJECT. This project is worth 30% of the course grade.

A final test will be given that is a take home test.  This is worth 20% of the course grade.

AGENDA 

Section 1:

Introductory Matters 
The Question of Truth 
A Survey of the History 
A Survey of the Literature 
The Importance of the Exodus 
Historical Methodology: The Preponderance of Evidence 
Abram: A Sample Case Study 
Critical Theories 
The Problem of Egyptian History: DAMNATIO MEMORIAE 
Three Egyptian Chronologies 
Various Theories of the Exodus 

Section 2: Egyptian History and The Biblical Story 

Section 3: Egyptian Religion and Magic

TAKING TESTS 

When a student takes a test he must do the following: 

1. Print his name on the title page and on the first page of the bluebook. 
2. Keep all test results and papers until the he receives his final grade.

LATE WORK 

The penalty that is assessed for late work will be based upon the reason for the tardiness, the importance of the assignment, and any other circumstances that might have bearing on the matter. Usually the maximum grade that will be given after a semester is complete is C-. 

GRADE SCALE 

The following grade scale will be used to determine the student's grade: 
  

A+ (Will be recorded as an A for the final grade)
A compliment on a paper meaning it is the best paper in the class.

A
94-100

A-
90-93

B+
87-89

B
84-86

B-
80-83

C+
77-79

C
70-76

C-
65-69

D-
Worse than an F

F
0-69

X
You need to see the professor

LEGAL MATTERS 

1. The tests and assignments listed may be modified in the sense that the professor may choose to change the due date or cancel the assignment or test completely. 
2. No assignment will be added unless it is voluntary and for extra credit. The professor does not guarantee that all listed topics will be covered. 
3. Papers will be returned at the professor's discretion. 
4. Final projects will not be returned. 

